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Theoretical foundations

Reading to 
Learn

Social learning 
theory

- Vygotsky

Pedagogic 
discourse
- Bernstein

Educational 
linguistics

- Halliday & Martin



Generations of genre based pedagogies

1980s writing in the 
primary school
Writing Project

1990s writing across the 
secondary curriculum

Write it Right

2000s reading across 
the curriculum

Reading to Learn



Generation 1: writing in the primary school



Teaching-learning cycle (from Rothery 1994)
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Pedagogic genre

pedagogic relations: 
success/failure, 

inclusion/exclusion

pedagogic activities: 
doing/ studying

pedagogic 
modalities: 

spoken, written 
visual, manual

projecting

instructional field:
knowledge & skills
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